84                                              The Uea.efthe Inexpressible?
good-ness is not an objective quality belonging to facts or actions,,
but it is produced or given to an object or action by our emotion
of approval Hume maintains the same view in regard to-
beauty.
. Thus the chief characteristics of. emotivism. are present in.
Hume's moral philosophy. Here we get the sense of inexpressi-
bility in Hume's concept of goodness and rightness.
G.E. Moore
One of the most influential of contemporary ethical intuitionists,.
G.E. Moore maintains that all ethical propostions are based on.
the notion of fiGood\ The question how 'good' is to be defined,,
is the most fundamental in all Ethics^
What then is good ? How is good to be defined ? Now it
may be thought that this is a verbal question. A definition does*
indeed often mean the expressing of one word's meaning in other
words. But this is not the sort of definition I am asking for.
Such a definition can never be ultimate importance in any study
except lexicography. If I am asked "what is good'"?, my answer
is that good is good, and that is the end" of the matter. Or if"
I am asked 'how is good to be defined' ?, my answer is that,
it cannot be defined and that & all I have to say about it.24
Moore begins by saying that 'good*" has no definition because
it is a simple notion and has no parts* just as 'yellow* is a simple-
notion, that just as you cannot, by any manner of means, explain
it, what yellow is, so you cannot explain what good is.25
When we say that the thing is good, it is incapable of any defi-
nition, in the ostm important sense of that word. The most
important sense of 'definition9" is that in which a definition states-
what are the parts which invariably compose a certain whole,,
and in this sense 'good* has no< definition beeause. it is simple .a
has no parts. Prof. Henry Sidgwkk also stated that good
'unanalysable notion*.
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